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1.  An increasing mumber of preomiaent Social Democrats are becoming convinced
that the lesdershin vrovided by Zdenek Fierlinger, the party chairman, is
proving to be more of 2 liability than an asget, espeeially in moiters of
internal molities, These leaders realize that the party is failing to take
fnll advantsge of ita ition midway betwesn the Commaunists and the
National Secialists, n &8 mainly becauss any cooperation with the
FNational Socialists on fiwortint demostie issues 1s made impossible by the
refasal of the latter 2o have anything to do with Plerlinger, who has a per-
fret record of full surpert for the Compunists on all inkernal and external
issues., ‘

2. As & result. a movenent has started inside the Soeisl Denmocratice farty to
replace Fierlinger as_chairman. This will recuire a very special strategy,
as Flerlingoe!s position is «till strong. According te present plans , An
attempl will be made to divorce the party chairmanship from sny rssition
in the Cabipet. in the hope that Fierlingsr will prefexr to remain as
Deputy Urime lidnmister in the Goverrment rather than keep his presant

rarty positicon,

3. Frantisek Tymes, presemt second vige-chairmen of the party, is ths person
nost frequently mentioned as a revlanement Tor Fierlinger,
25X1A ' . .
Aceording to other reports, Blasej Vilim ic alse
regarded as having & good chanee for the Social Democratie chairmainship, )

25X1%. - ' e Corunists are convinced that Fierlinger
wiil lose his post as party chairmen vhen the Social LDemoerctic convenition

is held in Brne. It is roporied that Fleviingcer has already established

contacts to regain his wosition as Ambassador Lo the UssR, :
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